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An Act to incorporate tlic 
PILGRIM SOCIETY. 

Sec. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives^ tn General Court assembled^ and ly the 
authority of the same^ That John Watson, Joshua Thom- 
as, Beza HaywarcT, William Davis, and Barnabas 
Hedge, together with such others, as now are or here- 
after may be tssociated with them, for the purpose of 
procuring in the town of Plymouth, a suitable lot, or 
plat of ground, for the erection of a Monument, to 
perpetuate the memory of tke virtues, the enterprize, 
and unparalleled snfiferings of their ancestors, who 
first settled in that ancient town ; and for the erection 
of a suitable Building, for the accommodation of 
the meetings of said associates ; which Monunent 
and Building shall, forever, be free from taxationr, 
(while the property of said corporation,) be, andtfiey 
hereby are incorporated into a society, by the name 
of the Pilgrim Society ; and by that name shall be a 
corporation forever ; with power to have a common 
seal, to make contracts, relative to the object of theif- 
institution, to sue and be sued, to establish by-hws for 
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COJVSTlTUTlOJ^aL. aUTlCL.ES. 



Art. 1. There shall be held, in the town of Ply- 
mouth, annually, two stated meetings of the society^ 
one on the last Monday of May, and the other on the 
twenty-second day of Deceniber, except when that 
day shall be on the Sabbath, and then it shall be on* 
the next Monday. 

Art* 2. AH officers of the society shall be anna-- 
ally chosen at the meeting in May, by a major ballot 
of the members present, and not less than twelve 
members shall make a quorum for the choice of officers 

or the admission of members* 

» 

Art. 3. There shall be a President, whose duty 
shall be to preside at all its meetings, and in case of 
his absence, a President shall be appointed for the 
time, by the Trustees present. 

Art. 4. There shall be a Recording Secretary, 
whose duty shall be to keep a &ir record of all the 
transactions of the society, and preserve its files and 
keep the common seal. 

Art. 5. There shall be a Corresponding Secre- 
tary, who shall receive and read all communications 
to ^i^ from the society, and manage all the corres- 
pondence under the direction of the Trustees. 

Art. 6. There shall be a Treasurer, who shall 
give bond for the faithful discharge of his trust, shall 
receive and preserve all evidences of property ; shall 



r 

par out money only to the order of the Trustees, keep^ 
a iair account of all his doings, and annually exhibit 
and settle his books with the Trustees in the month of 
May previous to the Annual Meeting. 

Art. 7. There- shall be a Board of nine Trustees^ 
not less than three of whom shall constitute a quorum 
for doing business, they shall manage the finances and 
property of the society, solicit and procure funds for 
the objects of the institution, settle and exhibit the 
state of the treasury annually in the month of May, 
and procure some person to deliver an address before 
the society at their anniversary in the month of De- 
cember. They shall call special meetings of the society 
in the town of Plymouth, when requested in writing 
by twelve members setting forth the cause and object 
of the meeting* They shall prescribe forms of certifi- 
cates of membership; 

Art. 8. There shall be a Librarian, who shall also 
be Cabinet-Keeper. 

Art; 9^ There shall be a standing Committee of 
Arrangements to consist of three persons, who shall 
provide for and regulate the celebration of the anni<- 
versary. 

Art* 10*- All expenses incurred by any public 
dinner shall be discharged by the persons dining^and 
shall be collected by the person providing the enter- 
tainment, and shall not be included in ^the current ex-^ 
penses of the society. 

Art. 11. No person shall be admittted a mepber 
into this society, unless he sustain a good moral char* 
acter, and pay into the hands of the Treasurer Ten 
Dollars for the objects of this institution,when he shall 
be entitled to a certificate of membership provided by 
the Trustees. 
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AkT. 12. Any person maybe proposed as an hon 
orary member of the society to the Board of Trustees, 
whose name shall by them be reported at the next 
meeting, and the applicant shall be admitted or reject- 
ed by a majority of ballots, according to. article second 
of this Constitution. 

Art. 13. No alteration of this Constitution shalF 
be made, but after a proposition therefor, in open 
meeting shall have been made six months previously^ 
nor then but by a vote of two thirds of the members 
present, and not less than twenty members shall be a 
quorum for holding such meetings* 

Art. 14. The Trustees shall have power for one 
year, to admit members, .qualified as in the eleventh 
article, at their discretion, and after one year they 
shall receive applications for admission of members, 
as aforesaid, and lay such applications and recom- 
mendations before the society. 

The following; propositions having- been proposed at the semi- 
annual meeting on December 22,' 1820, for the consideration of 
the society, agreeable to the provisions of the Constitution, were 
at an adjourned: meeting, June 25, 18S1, adopted by the soci- 
ety, and ordered to be recorded as part of the Constitution of 
this society, viz. 

That the power given to the TVustees for the ad^ 
mission of members be extended for one year more. 

That one Vice-President may be chosen, and that 
the President and Vice-President be ex-officio Trus^ 
tees. 

Tftat one or more Trustees may be chosen in addi- 
tion to the number provided for. 

That where the expression of "six months prp vious- 
ly** is required as in the thirteenth article be so a- 
mended as to read at the preceding stated meetings 
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HONORARY MEMBERS. 

Hon. John Adams, of Quincy^ late President of the Uni-- 
ted States of America. 

His Excellency John Brooks, of Medfordy Governor of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

His Honor William Phillips, of Boston, Lieutenant 
Governor.. 

Hon. Isaac Parker^ of Boston, Chief Justice of the Su- 
preme Court of Massachusetts. 

Rev. John T. Kirkland, President ofHetrvard Univer- 
' sily., 

Rev» James Kendall, Pastor of the First Church and 
Society in Plymouth. 

Rev. William T. Torrejy Pastor of the Third Church 
and Society im Plymouth. 

John Thomas, E^q. of Liverpool. 

Gideon White, Esq. ofSheWume. 



LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. 

Joseph Avery, Plymoufii, Charles Brown, Boston.. 
Abel Adams, Boston. George Bond, '^ 

James Allen, '^ James Bowdoin, ^^ 

P. Adams, " Peter C. Brooks, " . 

Nathan Appleton, " George W. Brimmer, " 

Caleb Andrews, " James Bowdoin, " * 

Judah Alden, Z)tia;6ury. Benjamin Bussey, '' 
A. Adams, Medford.^ Wm. Bourne, Middlehoro* 

Joseph Anthony, .AT. Bed-^ Ger;»hom Bradford, DuX" 
ford. bury. 

B. Andrew Bigelow, Medford.^ 

Zacheus Bartlett,P^mou^^ J. Brooks, " 

LeBaron Bradford, " A. Bartlett, « 

Benjamin Bramhall, ^' I. H. Bartlett, .AT. Bedford. 
John B. Bates, " Wm. Baylies, West Bri^e- 

Thomas P. Beal, Kingston. water. 
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Hodijah Baylies, Dighloh. G. 

Francis Baylies, Taunton. Wm. Goodwin jr.P/i/mow/At 

Tristam Burges,ProPttience. Frederic H. Goodwin, " 

C. Isaac Goodwin, Sterling. 

Rosseter Cotton,P/t/mou/A. Cornelius Grinnel, JS^Sed^- 
John P. Gushing, Canton^ ford^ 

China. William Gray, Boston. 

James P. Chaplin. Cam- Christopher Gore, " 

bridge. Benj. Guild,. " 

Samuel Crocker, Taunton. Francis C* Gray, " 
Joseph Coolidge, Boston. David S. Greenough, Rox- 
Joseph Coolidge jr. " bury. 

William Churchill, " Thomas B. Gannett, Cam- 

D- bridge. 

William Davis, Plymouth. Ezra S. Gannett, " 
Samuel Davis, " Lusher G^ij^Cambridgeport.. 

N- M. Davis, " H.. 

William .Davis jr» " Barnabas Hedge,P/t/m(ni/A. 
John Davis, Boston. Beza Hayward, " 

Eleanor Davis, " Nathan Hayward, " 

Aaron Dexter, " Isaac L. Hedge, " 

Benj. Delano, Kingston. Thomas Hedge, " 

Wendall Davis, Sandwich. George Hallet, Boston* 
Edward Dowse, Dedham. Nathan Hale, " 

Abner Davis, Barnstable. Joseph Head, '^ 

Pickering DodgQ, Safe/w. John Hubbard, " 

E. Ezra Hyde, " 
Samuel A. Eliot, Boston. John Howland,Prortc{encf. 
William H. Eliot,. " Amos Holbrook, Milton. 
Benjamin Ellis, . Carvtn Samuel Haven, Dedham. 

F. Abiel Holmes, Cambridge. 
Thomas Fo6ter,Cflm6rwigc. Levi Hedge, *' 
John Farnar, " William Hilliard " 
Samuel P. P. Fay, " I. 

Samuel A. Frazar,Dua?6un/. William Ingalls, Boston. 
Wna. Fessenden, Sandwich. Benjamin Joy, " 

Wm# Fearing, JVareham. Betsey Inches, " 
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Susan Inches, Boston. 
Wm« Jackson, Phpnoath. 
Thomas Jackson, jr. " 
Abraham Jackson, '^ 
Jacob Jackson, " 

L. 
Allen Lucas, .AT. Bedford* 
James Lloyd, Boston^ 
Abbot Lawrence, " 
Theodore Lyman, " 
Amos Lawrence, " 
William Lawrence, " 
Sylvanus Lazell, Bridge- 

water. 

K. 
John T. Kirkland, Cam. 

bridse. 

M. 
Samuel Maynard, Boston. 
Bartlett Murdock, Ware- 
ham. 
Thatcher MagouUfMedford, 
Joseph Morton, Jlfi7/07i. 
Perez Morton, Dorcheskr. 
Edward Miller, Quincy. 
IS'athaniel Miller,Fran&7m. 
John Mackie, Profvidence. 
Eliab W. Metcair, Ckmi- 
bridge* 

Seth F. Nye, SandToich. 
Wm. Nichols, J^antuckei. 
Andrew Norton, Cam- 
bridge. 

O. 
Joseph Otis, Boston. 
Harrison G. Otis, " 
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John Paty, Plymouth. 
JohnG* ralfrey, Boston. 
WiUiam Phillips, " 
Thomas H. Perkins, " 
John A. Parker, J^. Bed- 
ford. 
James Perkins, Boston. 
William Parsons, " 
Samuel G. Perkins, " 
William Payne, 
Samuel Parkman, 
George Partridge,DMa?6M);y. 
Benj. Pickman, Salem. 
Jos. Peabody, " 
Gorham Parsons, Brighton. 

Q. 

Josiah Quincy, Boston. 

R. 
Nath'l Russell, P/^n(m/A. 
Wm. S. Russell, 
Josiah Robbins, 
Wm. P. Ripley, 
Thomas Rotch, New-Bed- 
ford. 
Joseph Rotch, 
Wm. R. Rotch, 
John Randall, Boston. 
Joseph Read jr. " 

Nathan Rice, " 

Benj. Russell, "^ 

P. G. Robbins, Roxhury* 
James Richardson^DecZha^w. 

S. ' 
James Serer, Kingston. 
John Sever, ** 
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"Charles Sever, Kingston 
James Sever, Jun. " 
Zabdiel Sampson P/j^ 

Isaac Sampson ^ 

Nathaniel Spooner, " 
S. Saltonstall, Salem. 
Francis Stanton, Boston* 
Geo. C. Shattuck, 
Wm. Simmonds, 
Lemuel Shaw, 
James Sprague 
David Sears, 
Batrney Smith, 
Wm. Sturgis, 
James Savage, 
Thomas Swift, Sandwich 

T. 
James Thacher, Plymouth. 
John Thomas, 
Joseph Thomas, 
Joshua Thomas, 
John B. Thomas, 
Wm. Thomas^ 
Thomas Thaxter Boston. 
Israel Thorndike, 
John Tappan, 
George Ticknor, 
.'George ThacheryATewtury- 

port. 
Thomas Thompson, Prorti" 
4^,^^denct. 
Turell Tufts, Mtdford. 
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John Thomas, Kingstm. 
Nathaniel Thomas, " 
Henry Thacher, Yarmou^A. 

V. 
John Virgin, Plymouth. 

W. 
Benj. M. Watson, Ply- 
mouth. 
John Watson, " 

P. W. Warren, « 

Charles H. Warren, " 
Henry Warren, " 

Ebenezer Woodward, " 
Daniel Webster, Boston. 
Thomas B. Wait, 
A. E. Watson, 
Thos. L. Winthrop, " 
Samuel Whitwell, Jr. " 
John C. Warren, " 
Wilkes Wood, Middleboro^ 
Henry Ware, Ccmihridge. 
John Wheeler, CambrSge- 

port. 
M. Whitton, Kingston^ 
S. S. W41de, Newhuryport. 
Ezra Weston, Duxbury. 
Thomas Winsor, ^ 
Wm. Ward, Medford. 
Davis Whiting, octftia^e%' 
Elizabeth Winslow, I2ec2- 

hom. 
D. A. White, Salem. 
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